
NEWSLETTER 

TERM 4 
2018 has been a year of fantastic firsts for our school and for Education Support in general.  

 Excellence in Public Education  

Exemplary School Study 

The impetus to this review came from Neil Milligan at the end of 2017. Neil came to the school and was impressed 

with our programs, processes and innovation. It was Neil who then put in the recommendation to have the Expert 

Review Group (now Public School Accountability) come and study our school. This was the first time an Education 

Support Centre was recommended for this study review.  

We were visited by a team of two Education Support Principals and a Director, School Review who came to study 

our school for three days.  

As a result our school received our Excellence in Public Education report.  

Director General Sharyn O’Neil came down to present our school with a Certificate of Excellence in Public              

Education.  

  Secondary School of the Year 

We are the first Education Support Centre to be  a finalist in this category as part of the DoE Education 

Awards.  

This is another fantastic achievement for our school and highlights what we do so well.  

I would like to share with you the speech I had prepared because what it says is true about our wonderful staff    

everyday. We  had a 30 sec time limit.  

School of the Year Speech  

I have the privilege to be part of a passionate and dedicated team who have created a culture that encapsulates the 

belief the every student deserves a high quality education- whatever their ability, wherever they live and whatever 

their background.  

It is what our staff do every day that makes a difference to our student’s lives and makes this an exceptional school.  

To our students, thank you for inspiring and challenging us every day. Without you we would not be the school we 

are today.  

I am proud to accept this award on behalf of our students, staff, parents, and our school community.  

What I love about this school is that even though disappointed we will use this to inspire us to greater heights.  

 
Graduation  
Our Graduating Students have now finished their schooling with us. Their last week included a graduation assembly 
which showcased all the talent we have at the school. It was great to see so many parents, carers and guests 
attend.  We wish each and every Graduating Student the best for their future!  
 
Please have a Happy Holidays and we look forward to seeing you all in 2019. 

Penny Nunn  
Principal 



Term 4 update from the Student Services Team; 

 

It definitely feels as though we are coming to the end of the year once our upper school students have 
left.  We wish our year 12’s all the very best in their future endeavours and our year 11’s a super safe and 
restful holiday in preparation for year 12 next year.    

Further, a huge thank you and congratulations to Justin Gemmill and Adam Anderson for the role they 
played throughout the year as our NMESC Head Boys and NMESC representatives on the SHS Student    
Executive.  Excellent leadership qualities were demonstrated by both students.  

 

The school ball preparations are well underway and thank you to parents of next year’s year 11/12’s for 
prompt payment for the ball.  It will be held at the Lighthouse on 22nd February.  Our 2019 School       
Leavers’ Jackets have already arrived so will be available for collection from Term One upon payment.   

 

Next year our school will be participating in the ‘Bullying No Way’ campaign and we will be looking out 
early term one for our PBS student representatives to assist in leading the initiative in the school.   

 

Student services would like to thank all of our amazing and dedicated teachers and support staff for your 
hard work, perseverance and resilience through the year.  Without you, our students would not be able 
to achieve and succeed in their personal, social, emotional and behavioural wellbeing as they do.   

 

Finally, to our students… thank you for allowing us the pleasure to work with you all this year.  We have 
an amazing cohort of students and we look forward to what 2019 has in store for us.   

Have a very happy summer holidays, be respectful, be responsible and be safe.  We look forward to     
seeing you next year.  

                                                                                                                            

Student Services                                                                                                  Our leavers jackets for 2019  

Student Services  



G1 

This term our class has been lucky enough to go on two excursions into the Bunbury CBD. The first 

one on the 14th of November saw us do a walking Art tour, visit Fat Cat’s Café for morning tea and 

then onto ITEM to have a look at all the wonderful pieces the students’ in our school have made. It 

was lovely to catch up with Dwayne and Mathew in the shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following week we headed in to town on the 843 bus and this time we got to visit the Bunbury 

Museum. There were so many interests pieces of History that we got to read about. 

Amber mentioned seeing what the convicts used to wear and Josh talked about Turkey Point, which 

used to be a holiday place for people to visit. After the museum we spent some time at the park 

eating morning tea and then had a walk through the Art Gallery. 



F1 

 

The end of the year is fast approaching and term four has absolutely  flown by in F1 classroom!  

We have finished up our enterprise program, having managed to raise a total of $700 for our end of 

year camp.  

Camp will be next week and students are looking forward to being the last to stay at Bridgetown School 

Camp. Activities we will be involved in include the treetop walk, ECO cruise and 

visiting the underwater observatory at Busselton Jetty. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the term, we have studied mini-beasts in Science, conducting mini-beast hunts through the 

school grounds and making a mess creating our own ‘Mini-beasts’ in Art!  

Our classroom has run our own classroom economy this term, with students applying for jobs and      

receiving a weekly wage for completing them. Students have enjoyed seeing their money add up and 

being able to spend on their chosen prizes.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjH_erG34LfAhWBUn0KHfO8BgsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.traveloznow.com.au%2Fdetails%3Flisting%3D1028&psig=AOvVaw2t7FEPXovawfXUDlMZfLNf&ust=1543895087916222


C7 

This term, C7 has been doing some exciting things in Maths, Science and Art.  

In Maths, students have been investigating the ways to find the area and perimeter of rectangular 

shapes. This has included hands on activities where students have used measuring tapes to find the 

area and perimeter of objects in the classroom, showing them how these skills may be used in real 

world situations.. 

 

In Science, students have been learning about micro-organisms and how humans can affect these   

organisms for particular purposes. This has included investigating different types of bread and how 

yeast can create different textures, smells and consistency. Students have also done experiments that 

investigate what happens to yeast when combined with different materials like water and sugar.  
 

C7 has been fortunate to have MS Denise in our class this term who is a talented graphic artist and 

amazing EA. She has been teaching the class how about colour, shading and techniques for drawing 

animals and people. Students have enjoyed these lessons as it is fun, relaxing and rewarding to       

produce cool artworks. C7 is hoping to use these skills to create special Christmas cards during the 

last few weeks of term. 

 

 

E7 

E7 has been learning about different celebrations throughout the 
year. We discussed what we   celebrate in each month and created 
artworks on these celebrations. 
 

Then we created a calendar for 2019 with our artworks  for each 
month. We really enjoyed learning about the different occasions 
that we celebrate each year.  

It has been a wonderful year in E7! We hope students and their 
families have a lovely holiday period.  



 

 

We are winding down to the end of the year with STEM but we have been still working as hard as   
ever! Students are continuing their coding challenges and have been working on making Christmas 
themed designs and coding to complete challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been focusing heavily on sustainability, especially looking at the impact newspapers 
have on our world, from production to waste.  

Students have been working extremely hard turning newspapers that were bound for landfill, into 
newspaper fire bricks, that can be used as an  alternative to chemical firelighters. Its a long process, 
as they take weeks to dry, but they look fantastic! 

 



D10 

 

The year has finished for the year 11 and 12’s in D10. We celebrated the year ending with a trip to the 

beach for lunch and a few hours at Timezone. This was paid for by a few students’ enterprise efforts.  

They had made lunches to sell throughout the year and paid for the day in full. It was a fantastic day and 

despite the cold – some students still went in the water and swam!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amber Savory, our 2019 Student Executive representative went to Perth with the rest of the team to     

participate in a leadership camp. Amber built positive relationships with the students, contributed to     

discussions, worked as a team and learnt a lot about what she will be doing in 2019 as part of the team. 

The school are very proud of her efforts and look forward to an eventful year.  

 

The final Bush ranger camp has just finished for 2018. The students stayed at the Fremantle prison where 

they participated in a day light tour and learnt about the history of the prison. They went to Rottnest for a 

day, saw the quokkas, had a swim and got completely drenched on the way back on the ferry. It was very 

fun!  

The final countdown entailed a spot of shopping in Perth before singing ‘On the road again’ the whole 

way back to Bunbury. The Cadets hope to have lots of students joining the program in 2019! 

 

 



E4 

During term 4, the E4 class have been very fruitful in their learning in Garden and Enterprise.  

Students have been involved in planting seeds and  allowing for conditions of germination, which has 
included watering seeds, exposing them to the sun until they were ready to be planted in the school 
garden.  This process has tied in well with Science, where students have been learning  about the 
characteristics of living things and  how they multiply  and adapt to the environment.  

Students planted corn, strawberries and spinach and have maintained the garden whilst recording 
plant growth every week, with the intention of selling/cooking the produce. It has been a pleasure to 
watch students develop skills and interest in  gardening every week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art and Drama, E4 students have been performing a story        
derived from a folktale, "Jackal The Wisest of them All".  

They have made props, rehearsed and recorded themselves             
performing the play. Students have enjoyed listening to folktales      
being told to them, and finding the moral lessons behind the       
stories they hear.  

Art lessons have been an exciting experience, where students 
drawing and painting has been based on the characters in the      
stories told and performed.  Well done E4 students and  our       
wonderful support staff for excellent work this term!  

 

Mrs Chifamba  



G1A  

During this term we have been going out on Community Access on a regular basis.  

They have enjoyed organising the trips, reading the bus timetables, visiting community 

services and having a great time eating out.  All of the students were able to interact 

with their peers whilst out and have lots of funs while out in the community.   

 

A large group in the class has also been participating in a speech program with our speech therapists.  

They have been extending their learning to communicate verbally by using a speech board             

(with pictures, letters and words) and writing/typing responses. We have been learning how to shop 

for groceries and manage their money for payment of the goods.  The class went on a successful 

shopping trip in term 4 with the speech therapists and they were all able to ask for assistance and find 

the items required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each Friday we have also been doing more Life Skills which included, shopping, cooking, cleaning and 

washing.  We have had lots of fun and enjoyed sharing the cooked items as a class.   

 

During week 7 we said good bye to some of our Graduating students, Logan, David, Keelyn and Sarah.  

It was very sad.  We wish them all the best for the future in the community.  

I would like to wish all of my students and families a very Merry Christmas and a safe New Year.  

Thank you for sharing the students with me over the past year.  It has been fantastic. 

 

Mrs Emily Fraser 



Congratulations to Dwayne Heppleston who received the graduating Workplace Learning Award this year. 
Dwayne worked independently at P & D Autos and demonstrated outstanding employability skills in this 
workplace.   He achieved 3 Units. The feedback from P & D Autos was exceptionally good.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Justine Gemmill and Sarah House who both achieved 2 units in Workplace Learning.  Justine 
completed his units at the WA County Health Services South West Hospital Stores.  Sarah completed her 
units at Sammys.  Both these students were supervised in the workplace. I wish these students well in 
their future endeavours.  

 

Transition across the school has gone well this year. The 9 students 
seemed to be excited to be coming to NMESC High School in 2019 and 
had a smooth and enjoyable transition over the last 5 weeks.  

 

 

 

 

This year there were 9 graduating students transitioning into the community. We had an enjoyable     
evening at the Light House Inn with a delicious dinner celebrating with the graduating students and their      
families.  

Congratulations goes to the following students for receiving the graduation awards.  

The Citizenship Award went to Justin Gemmill, The Vet Award went to Adam Anderson, The Workplace 
Learning Award went to Dwayne Heppleston and the ASDAN Award went to Akisha Gibbons.  

To the graduating students "this is not the end but the beginning of an exciting new journey" good luck. 

 

Workplace Learning  

Transition  
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Term 1 

Students resume Monday 4th of February 2019 

Last day 12th of April 2019 

Pupil Free Days; 

Thursday 31st of January and Friday 1st of February 2019 

School Ball , Friday 22nd of February 2019 at the Bunbury  Quality Hotel Lighthouse.  

 

Term 2 

Students resume Monday 29th of April 2019 

Last day 5th of July 2019 

Public Holiday– Monday 3rd of June 2019 

No Pupil Free Day 

 

Term 3 

Students resume Mon 22nd of July 2019 

Students last day 27th of September 2019 

Pupil Free Days; 

Monday 22/7/2019 and Friday 30/8/2019 

 

 

Term 4 

Students resume 14th of October 2019 

Last day for year 11 and 12 students— 29th of November 2019 

Last day remaining students 19th of December 2019, 

Pupil Free Days; 

Monday 14th of October 2019 and Friday 20th of December 

 

 

2019 Term Dates 



 

Community Notices  
Volunteers needed; 

Grow Cook Eat Create would love any help to wrap gifts at the 
Bunbury Forum while raising awareness for their amazing kitchen. 
They will be there all week form Sat 1st of December to Friday 7th. 
If you can help please contact Debbie here;  

debbie.gcec@outlook.com.au 

 

 

SNAKES  

When the weather warms up, reports of snakes on school grounds increase. 

You should never assume that you can accurately identify the type of snake and whether or not it is  venom-

ous – treat all snakes as potentially venomous and rely on the experts for identification. 

School staff should not chase or attempt to capture the snake. Snakebites often occur when people acci-

dentally step on snakes or when they are attempting to kill them. 

  

Actions required : 

Discourage snakes by ensuring food scraps are cleaned up and stored in pest proof containers and remove 

objects stored/lying on the ground that may create a habitat for snakes. 

Remain calm when you see a snake.  The safest approach is to leave the snake alone; do not approach or ag-

gravate it in any way.  Do not “corner” a snake; it might want to try and escape the same way it came in and 

you will end up being in its way.  Avoid sudden movements, as this may result in the snake attacking to de-

fend itself.  Snakes often calm down in darkness so if it’s in a room, turn the lights off and shut the door. 

The preferred way to remove snakes from the site is to contact a qualified snake remover. 

Please note, that it is illegal to kill or otherwise “take” native fauna, including snakes 

under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WA), unless you hold a specific licence etc. 
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