Welcome to our first 2017 newsletter.
I always find it difficult to know what the focus of the first
newsletter should be. Should it be about our new Business
Plan, Annual Report or class data? There are so many competing areas that we could write about. For this first newsletter I thought it is important that you all know who we are
and what drives us.
Who we are
Newton Moore ESC is a school specifically designed to meet the needs of students with intellectual disabilities. At Newton Moore ESC, we offer a caring, respectful, small school environment where all students participate and actively engage in all facets of school life.
We offer a mix of traditional school programs and many innovative, recognised programs and initiatives 'to
support and challenge' the diverse range of students who attend our school. Our successful programs are
delivered by a dedicated teaching and non-teaching team.
What drives us?


Our vision is to see young people with disabilities living a life of their choice, embraced and supported

by the community around them.


Our purpose is to enhance the education, social and vocational potential of students with disabilities by

providing a caring, supportive and specialised learning environment.


Our priority is to equip students with the skills needed

to meet the challenges they will face outside school in our
fast-paced modern world.
Our goal for our students is to ensure that they are well
prepared for their life after school. We aim to ensure a
smooth transition by providing each student with the support they need to achieve this outcome.
I believe that if you know this you know what is at the heart
of our school and what drives every decision we make.

Term Dates
Term 1 – Students last day Friday 7
April

Break – Saturday 8 April – Monday 25
April

Kind Regards

Term 2 commences –

Penny Nunn, Principal

Wednesday
26 April for Students

This year is moving
along quickly and
So far students have been learning
students have been about pitch and tempo, the musical
busy learning about notes order, and how to play the djembe,
music.

MUSIC

guitar, bass, keyboards and drums.

The senior students have already formed their band and they will be
known as ‘RED EMBERS’.
They are learning valuable skills about how to play in a group/band
setting and have already started writing their first original song.
The annual ESC concert will be held towards the end of Term 2 at
the school and all the students look forward to showcasing what
they have learned and created to their parents, carers and friends.
Stay tuned.

WORKPLACE LEARNING
We have had another successful start to Workplace Brodie has the awesome job of visiting our seniors in
Learning with some students starting their first year the community and delivering their meals to their
at work.
homes, they love his friendly smile and chats.
Bunnings in Bunbury and Australind are once again
supporting Trae, Justin and Adam who have all
worked extremely hard. We were very impressed
that one of our past student’s, Scott who has a full
time job at Bunnings trained Adam on his Induction
day.

Rachael is a quick learner who has impressing her
supervisor immensely in stores and logistics at the
WA Country Health Services (Hospital Stores).
Rachael loves her new work placement.

We have two new workplaces that have come on
board this year and they are Pet Stock taking on
Shane who has astounded the manager with his
Akisha has been given the task of window dressing
hard work and work ethic and Total Tools taking on
at Vinnies town shop and has impressed her superviMichael who is starting today.
sor and Emma is also wowing her supervisors with
the amount of work she gets through at Vinnies Depot.
We are very impressed with the way the students
have positively represented the school and taken on
board their responsibilities.

Alyssa has taken on two workplaces this term at
South Bunbury ESC and Target, showing her initiative A big thank you to all the Employers, supporting our
in both workplaces.
Workplace Learning Program

STUDENT SERVICES

The Student Services Team, Vanessa, Mark, Brad and Craig would like to thank all staff, students and families for a very positive start to the 2017 school year and look forward to this continuing through the year. Our start has been busy with some
exciting ventures taking place.
Student Council
Newton Moore ESC have now finalised our PBS (Positive Behaviour Support) Student Council Representatives for the 2017
school year. The Student Council will run alongside the Staff PBS Committee to help improve our school in the aspects of
‘safety’, ‘responsibility’ and ‘respect’. The Student Council will also set standards in the school, represent student voice and
work to be great role models to their peers. Students engaged in preparing speeches and voting processes.
Congratulations to our Student Council.
Our Student Council
Student Council meetings will be held fortnightly on a Thursday and we will
shortly be sending out an invite to any interested parents/carers/family
members to join our student PBS committee. Your views, contributions and feedback are greatly encouraged and appreciated.

Parkerville Family Morning Tea
At NMESC this year we are very fortunate to have Parkerville Children and
Youth Care social workers Petrina Yates and Kayla Wilson in our school 3
days per week. Petrina and Kayla will be engaging in 1 to 1 counselling sessions with students and group sessions in social skills and protective behaviours. We will also be hosting fortnightly parent morning teas in an attempt
to create a supportive parent network, whereby we would like to invite
guest speakers and provide support and assistance to our parents and families and give a greater insight into our fabulous
school.

Breakfast Club
Student Services and the NMESC Health and Wellbeing Committee will be starting a breakfast club for staff
and students each Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The club will be held in the D13 area from 8.15am –
8.40am with a PBS focus on social interaction with peers and health focus on making healthy choices. The
breakfast club will be monitored by student services staff and our student council.

Uniforms
Kindly remember that school uniform is compulsory at Newton Moore ESC and this includes black shorts/pants and the
school top/jumper. Black and grey hoodies are not an acceptable part of our school uniform. The school uniform shop is
open:
Tuesday 11.00am – 2.00pm
Thursday 2.30pm – 3.45pm
If you have any further queries or concerns with regard to uniform please contact Student Services.
We look forward to more parent and family involvement to help our school become an even better one. Thank you all for
your contributions and involvement so far. We look forward to seeing you at our next parent morning tea at 10:00am on
Tuesday 21st March.
Student Services Team

F4
In F4 we have been doing lots of experiments about how things change.
We have looked at popcorn, jelly, chocolate and spaghetti. We safely add things
like heat, electricity, water and cold temperatures. We can predict what might
happen and we record our observations and results.
‘Science is fun’ Nada
‘I am learning science words and it is fun to watch stuff change’ Matthew

G1A
During Term 1, G1A has been looking at Chemical Sciences. In particular, G1A has been examining
different solids, liquids and gases
One experiment that students enjoyed was making the very fun and messy ‘Ooblek
Squeeze’. Ooblek is made using corn flour, water and food colouring. When you mix these
ingredients together you create a slime like substance which acts in unusual ways.
Students examined their Ooblek to see if it had characteristics of a solid, liquid or gas and
many were surprised by what they found.
G1A came to a whole class conclusion that Ooblek had characteristics of both solids and
liquids. It could become quite hard when pressure was
applied to it like a solid but also moved freely in the
container it was in similar to a liquid.

F1
F1 WALK TALL
The students in F1 have had a fantastic start to the school year.
So far, some of the highlights have been making lava lamps in science, participating in ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ and creating iPad
stands in their design and technology lessons.

This past week, we have also become involved in some ‘Walk Tall’ sessions. These sessions are all
about balance and posture and the students get the chance to practice these skills using fit balls, resistance bands and breathing exercises. This has been a lot of fun and is going to be a weekly session
for the rest of the term.

D10
D10 have been very busy so far this term.
We have been working hard on our Maths skills and our writing skills, and have also been listening to
the audio book Charlotte’s Web.
As a part of our learning journey, the class has been working on learning how to make paper. First we
take shredded paper, place it in some water and give it a stir. Then we put the mixture into a blender
and turn it into a pulpy mess.
Once this has happened, we put the paper into a special tray and squeeze out all of the water. We then
iron it dry. We are hoping to make some lovely writing sets to showcase in the Item shop for sale.
We have also been learning about Indigenous Art and creating some wonderful art pieces which are on
display in our classroom.
We have been taking a close look at personal hygiene this term and have all learnt how to use the
washing machine, clothes line and hand washing techniques too.

C7

“Be the best you can be”

We began the year with determining a phrase for us to aspire to, and we came up with “Be the best
you can be”.
We look at our behaviour style, and we discovered who were Lions, Seals, Golden Retrievers and Platypus’s. If you are intrigued as to what this is all about, ask a C7 student to tell you more.
Next we looked at what sort of culture we wanted to create in our class. We decided we want to create a
culture in our class where respect, encouragement and support are valued, so we can create a healthy
learning environment.
Also to establish a culture where we are prepared to challenge ourselves, being free to fail (ie learn), because we are being supported in an encouraging and respectful environment. To achieve this we need to
be courageous, so we eventually landed on calling ourselves, “Courageous C7’s”
In addition we have also been getting into our weekly routines with attending workplace learning, workshop, workcrew, visual learning and last but not least our classroom learning.
Some of us are beginning to get involved in learning some practical skills like changing flyscreens, routine
maintenance on cars, and setting up a vegie garden.
The picture below shows the “Bottle opener”, and some of the boys breaking down pallets and fixing fly
screens.

G1
G1 class is learning about different places in our community and what we do in these places in their Geography studies.
We went on an excursion on 9th of March to Woolworths Supermarket at the Minninup Forum. The store
manager Michael met us and gave us a tour of his store. He talked to us about the
different jobs that they do in his supermarket. Whilst in the store, we got to take
and eat a piece of fruit; Woolworths give all
children free fruit to eat while they are in
the store. We visited their Bakery, Meat area, Deli and Grocery sections.
Bella, Jake, Ryley and Dylan asked the store
manager questions about these different
jobs. We then walked back to school and
did journal writing about our experience
and what we learned on the excursion.

E4
2017 has started with a BANG for E4! It’s been great to see so many exciting and enthusiastic faces every
day. We have been so busy already and having fun along the way too.
Science has seen us mixing different materials to create lava lamps and testing out materials to decide
what makes the best aeroplane.
In Geography, we have been learning about the states, territories and capital cities of Australia, Regional
centres and natural features of Australia. We have also been learning about Flora and Fauna of Australia.
We have been incredibly busy maths too. Lots of our class maths activities are hands on and our students
LOVE it! Some of our favourite games so far are Mental Maths
Bingo, “Snap on 10”, and “One More”.
We have been so lucky to have Linda and Michelle join our
class Wednesday mornings to teach us about body percussion
and body awareness. They have had some fantastic activities
such as African drumming, which even turned into an impromptu waltz!
We are also practicing Mindfulness and visit the library weekly

Photo: Tijana and Josh playing a maths game

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
In Physical Education we have been doing our fitness tests and playing cricket. As part of our fitness
tests we have been testing our agility, strength and speed, with the aim of retesting every term to learn
how to monitor our own fitness.

G1a 100m sprint races.
(Photographer Brittney Thomas)

Luke Stone demonstrating Illinois
Agility Run for fitness testing.
(Photographer Brittney Thomas

E7
E7 students have been learning to be good learners.
That learning can be hard work and
that it is okay to make mistakes.
Learning about how learning happens

Every day we do
something GREAT!

Getting messy and learning
our spelling words

MultiLit reading practice
Learning all about the Maths
Words

CWC Workshop
So far this year the focus in the workshop has been on getting organised and ready for 2017.
Students have been helping in the workshop organising plant and equipment and restocking out timber
supplies.
A big thank you to Phil Tucker (Alyssa’s Grandfather) for donating some timber to the workshop this
term
Students have been working hard to produce items for sale in the shop as well
as focusing on individual projects.

Students cut the timber and organised onto shelves
generously supplied by Phil Tucker

New tool boards students helped to put together

SCHOOL BALL 2017

SCHOOL BALL 2017

MAKING LEARNING HAPPEN
Learning happens when students and teachers know, understand and do something
about making teaching good and learning great.
We ask ourselves the questions of learning:
Where am I now?
What do I know and where am I going?
How will I get there?
Each class use a common language to engage in understanding learning process.
Have you seen these signs in your child’s classroom?

We use a language of learning that engages us to make goals and plan steps towards
achieving them.
We know that making mistakes is okay. It helps us
in our steps to new learning
Often students come to school with a fear of failure.
We keep trying because learning something new
can be hard work.
Just because I don’t know it yet doesn’t mean I won’t
know it later.
We get and give feedback to understand our progression and to plan our next step to great success.
It’s okay not to know. It’s not okay to not try.

